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& NATAL

Ir. Rosina Maria Magaldi
Congregacao das Filhas de Jesus,
coopera no CTIC

E Natal! “Ele esta no meio de nos”!

“Alegre-se a terra que era deserta e intransitavel,
exulte a solidao e floresga como um lirio... Dizei as
pessoas deprimidas: ‘Criai danimo, ndo tenhais
medo! Vede, é vosso Deus’” (Is 35, 1.4)

Meu irmao e minha irma3, celebremos a festa da
Vida no meio de todos os contrastes que vivemos. =
“Nada nos separa do amor de Deus” ==
Contemplemos o presépio e busquemos a alegria |
nessa presenc¢a divina que nos consola: Deus
escondido entre as palhas do mundo. Pecamos a
graca da Alegria verdadeira que brota do
encontro com Jesus Menino.

Feliz Natal!

A “El pueblo que caminaba en tinieblas vi6 una gran luz” Isaias9, 1

P. Ignacio Martinez Baez. Misionero de Guadalupe
Parroquia de San Pedro y San Pablo,
Motodera Koji, Sendai
Queridos hermanos.

Con la ayuda y la bendicion de nuestro buen Padre Dios llegamos a la celebracion del
Nacimiento de Nuestro Sefior Jesucristo en este afio 2022. Que ha sido un afio marcado por
el dolor y la angustia a causa de problemas y tragedias que vivimos en diferentes partes del
mundo.

En esta bendita noche de Navidad escucharemos en la primera lectura del profeta Isaias
estas palabras llenas de esperanza que nos ayudan a reconocer que a pesar de la oscuridad
y las dificultades que tengamos que afrontar, la Luz y el Amor de Dios nos cobijaran y nos
ayudaran a seguir adelante en nuestro camino y a continuar sirviendo a los demas, desde la
vocacion que cada uno de nosotros hemos recibido de parte de nuestro buen Padre Dios.

Les deseo una Navidad llena de esperanza en el maravilloso amor del pequefio Nifo de
Belén, nuestro Sefior Jesucristo y del cobijo de nuestra Madre Maria. Y que el préximo afio
2023 sea un afio de paz y armonia para todas las personas en cada rincén de nuestro mundo.

Fraternalmente en Cristo nuestro Senor.



&%  MAUNHIEM TINH YEU GIANG SINH

Sr. Helena Ngoc (OSB)

Giang Sinh 1a mau nhiém Ngo6i Hai Thién Chuia c6 mat s6ng dong vé&i ching ta “& day va luc
nay” gitta mot xa hoi day xdo trén, de doa, mot thé gidi ngdp tran thir thach ...

Né&u chi mirng 1& Giang Sinh nhu mot “1& hoi”, e rang chung ta sé ching bao gi¢ hiéu dwoc y
nghia dich thwc cua Giang Sinh, du nam nao ching ta cling mirng, nam nao gido x& cling ron
rang lam Hang D4, dwong pho cling giang sao, treo dén mirng" Thién Chuia lam nguoi”.

Giang Sinh khong 1a mot 1é ky niém, mot 1€ nhé, nhwng 1 1An gap gor thiét thwc va séng dong
Hai Nhi Giésu “boc ti, nam trong mang cd”, nhw cdc muc dong da gip & Bélem nidm xuwa.

Nhu cdc muc dong sau khi gap dwoc Hai Nhi Giésu, Thién Chtia ctia long thwong x4t “boc t4,
nam trong mang c6” da khong con s¢ sét, nhit nhat, nhwng ké lai nhirng diéu thién than da
noéi véi ho vé Hai Nhi. Ngwoi Kitd hiru sau lan gap go Pirc Giésu, Thién Chia lam nguwoi trong
dém Giang Sinh cling hang say lén dwong loan bdo Ptrc Giésu, “Muc T nhan lanh hy sinh
mang song minh cho doan chién” va “dén dé cho chién dwgc song va séng doéi dao” .

Nhuw cdc muc dong, sau khi gip dwoc Hai Nhi Giésu, DAng Clru D6 radt nhan hiu “boc t3, nam
trong mang c6” da khéng con bi quan, tiéu cwc, thu déng, va ngai ngung, lwoi biéng 1én dwong,
nhuwng “vira di vira ton vinh ca tung Thién Chua,
vi moi diéu ho di dwoc mat thiy tai nghe” .
Nguwoi Kit6 hitu cling hidn hoan, phan khéi dén
véi moi nguwdi cia moi mau da, ngdn ngit, van
ho4, trinh d9, trang thai, hoan canh dé lam
chirng Ptrc Giésu chiu dong dinh vi yéu thwong
nguoi toi 16i vo cing va dén cung .

Qua thuc, mirng 1& Giang Sinh chinh 1a tim gap
Hai Nhi Giésu “boc ta, nam trong mang co”, dé
dwoc Ngai mac khai mau nhiém Thién Chda la
Tinh Yéu, st diép “Thién Chua yéu thwong va
ctru do loai nguoi.

Giang Sinh lai vé kinh chidc moi ngwoi  tim
gip dwoc, PaAng luén cho doi dé trao ban yéu
thwong cho ching ta qua hinh hai "em bé boc
td" nay.Va chdc moi ngwdi hwdng mua Giang
Sinh An Lanh- Hanh Phuc.
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A The “Merry” in Christmas

Fr. Reynaldo Landazabal Legayada, OFM
J-CaRM Sapporo Diocese

During this season of joy called Christmas let us not forget the reason why it is called as such. Christ
is the reason for this season. When he came to us through His birth, it scared the rulers of his day
because he posed a threat to the status quo. After the birth of Jesus and the visit from the Magi, an
“angel of the Lord” comes to Joseph in a dream and warns him to leave Bethlehem for Egypt (Mt
2:12-15). King Herod was planning to “seek out the child to destroy him.” Mary and Joseph left
along with Jesus, and, according to Matthew, make their way into Egypt.

The story of our salvation is also a story of migration for the Holy Family to seek asylum and safety
in a foreign land. As a foreigner here in Japan, I am familiar with the stories of our migrant sisters
and brothers who are here in this prosperous country to work and support their families. There
are many success stories about migrants who made it good and successful here. However, many of
these migrant workers are not as fortunate as the others. They ran into work-related problems,
relationship failures, breakdown of families as well problems with the legality of their stay and
residency status. In the face of all these realities, I wish to share a message of hope and solidarity
for all, especially for our migrant brethren, and a firm desire that the government of Japan shall
modify their laws to provide safety nets and benefits for foreign workers here regardless of their
residency and legal status.

Sometimes, | am amused to see that Christmas is celebrated here in Japan through a heavily
commercial and profit oriented activities such as gift buying and giving, lavish dinners in
restaurants and fun parties. Meanwhile, we fail to see the hungry and the homeless foreigner in
the midst of our revelry and fun. Have a Merry Christmas anyway. But what I truly pray for is that,
may we all open our hearts and our minds to the plight of our disadvantaged migrants who most
of the time, silently suffer in their poverty and lack of resources.

Let us share what little we have with them, and let us all work together to promote and protect
their human rights, the right live decently, the right to fair labor and compensation, to right to
medical care, education and residency, especially for migrant children born here in Japan. So that
when we begin to do this and achieve our advocacy goals, we can all genuinely celebrate the “Merry”
in Christmas, never forgetting that Christ came for all of us,

especially for those who are in most need. Pax et Bonum!
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